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OOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WORK SESSION MINUTES 

August 16, 2022 

The work session was called to order by Chairman William Weimer at 6:00pm in the Coolbaugh Township 

Municipal Center located at 5520 Municipal Drive, Tobyhanna, PA. 

 

Board Members present: 

William Weimer, Clare Colgan, Lynn Kelly and Alma I. Ruiz-Smith  

Board Members absent: 

Joseph Rogan (via Phone)  

Staff present: 

Patrick Armstrong, Solicitor, Erin Masker, Township Secretary, Meredith Thompson, Business Manager, Darren 

Dixon, Controller, Thomas Rohan, STR Code Enforcement Officer and Clinton Oddy, Code Enforcement 

Officer 

Staff absent: 

None 

 

1. Discussion on 4171 Sylvan Lane Holding Tank Agreement- Property Owner: Newberry 

Greg Grey was in attendance representing his client Carey Newberry in his request for a holding tank 

agreement with the township. He stated that after attending the meeting in January he has addressed 

the comments of the Board and it was determined that the current system is not able to sustain a three-

bedroom home, even in the best testing conditions, and that a small flow treatment facility is not an 

option that DEP would permit. Through testing it was determined that the best option is the holding 

tank option. He stated that the Township SEO has also been consulted and in agreeance that the 

holding tank is the only feasible option. 

• Discussion:  Mr. Weimer stated that he would like the Township SEO to review the submission 

and provide his opinion on the holding tank as it is his understanding that this is a three-

bedroom home which has previously been advertised as a seven-bedroom home for short-term 

rental. Ms. Kelly stated that she has concerns with this home having the potential of being a 

short-term rental with a holding tank in place for the sewage, asking Solicitor Armstrong if there 

are provisions that can be added to the agreement that would prohibit a short-term rental on 

this property while there is a holding tank in place. Solicitor Armstrong stated that he will review 

the agreement and the STR ordinance, suggesting that the Board consider placing this on the 

next meeting agenda. Ms. Ruiz-Smith stated that she has concerns with limiting how a property 

owner can use their property. M. Peterson stated that he is not in favor of this home being a 

STR with a holding tank in place as would open up environmental concerns even as a three 

bedroom. D. Pope asked who oversees the sewage issues being advised the Township SEO. M. 

Peterson stated that unless it is reported, no one will know referencing the Stillwater Drive 

property that was having issues previously. This item will be on the next meeting agenda 

providing that the Township SEO and Solicitor Armstrong have reviewed the submission and 

agreement that is proposed. 

 

2. Discussion on Proposed Zoning Change- Hlinka, LLC. (1029 Memorial Blvd.) 

Solicitor Armstrong stated that he sent an email to the Board regarding legal concerns relating to the 

zoning change for this property as well as an email from Township Engineer Russell Kresge regarding the 
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most recent land development plan that was approved by the township which required waivers be granted 

due to the natural features of the property. A brief discussion occurred with Solicitor Armstrong requesting 

an executive session for legal following the meeting to discuss this further.  

• Discussion: Mr. Weimer stated that he is not in favor of giving any waivers for wetland buffer 

zones. Ms. Ruiz-Smith stated that they described using the property for a building with an office 

and truck parking. Ms. Kelly stated that it would be an easier decision if we knew how much land 

they needed for their land development to see if it is even feasible.  

 

3. Discussion on Parking and Sign Ordinance and SALDO 

Solicitor Armstrong stated that this proposed ordinance was before the Board at the end of last year and when 

discussed concerns were raised relating to truck stacking. He stated that since this discussion there was conversation 

and a recommendation on revisions made by the Planning Commission to add verbiage for truck stacking, stating 

that he is currently working on the revisions. He requested that this be added to the next work session.  

• Discussion: None 

  

4. Public Input 

The property owner of 738 Rt. 196 stated that he purchased the property for a short-term rental and stated that when 

he applied for his permit it was denied due to the property being in a C-1 zoning district and is a single-family 

dwelling. He stated that he was advised that it was a non-conforming residence and therefore he is not able to rent it 

out as an STR. He stated that he would like the Board to consider changing the ordinance to allow STR’s in the zoning 

district stating that he does not want to request a zoning change. Mr. Weimer asked Mr. Rohan what the zoning 

change would be, being advised that a STR is determined based on the use allowed in a zoning district not the actual 

zoning district itself. Mr. Rohan stated that this is currently in court due to the property currently having 23 violations 

against it for renting it as a short-term rental without a permit. Solicitor Armstrong asked the property owner if he 

was operating a STR without a permit and was advised that he was, with the owner stating that the ordinance went 

into effect after he purchased the property. After some discussion it was determined that the ordinance was in effect 

prior to the property being purchased. J. Smith Hughes stated that Vice Roy Circle is in Pocono Farms East and that 

the residents have concerns with STR’s with relation to sewage, trash, traffic and quality of life. She stated that there 

are issues with trash when it is put out by STR’s and isn’t picked up as scheduled and the bear get into it. Mr. Weimer 

asked that the township be notified when this happens so that it can be documented.  

S. Anderson-Kreig asked who is monitoring the development on Rt 196 and Green Road stating that she saw on 

social media that there was a water spring blocked and that people were having issues with their water pressure in 

that area and also stated that she heard that there was rock disturbance at Devil’s Hole due to the blasting. Mr. 

Weimer stated that we will reach out to our Township Engineer about the concerns and that she can reach out to the 

Monroe County Conservation District. Ms. Ruiz-Smith stated that the first mistake is listening to social media.  

A. Miklos stated that in his county trash is taken to a compactor and that bear boxes were removed which has helped 

with the issue of properties having issues with trash. He also stated that in a previous version of the proposed 

ordinance there was a definition and allowance for a small warehouse, he asked if that is not being considered 

anymore. Mr. Weimer stated that it has been removed from the ordinance. Ms. Ruiz-Smith stated that the Board 

received the MCPC review for the proposed ordinance and asked if we need to make revisions based on their 

recommendations. Solicitor Armstrong stated that the MCPC is a recommending body therefore no changes have to 

be made based on their review but stated that he would like to have the Township Engineer review the letter and the 

proposed ordinance with respect to identifying industrial properties that are available in the township for 

development of warehouses/ DC’s. 

 

Work Session ended at 6:51pm  


