
 

 

 

 

 
 

COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WORK SESSION NOTES 

January 19, 2016 
 
The work session was called to order by Chairman William Weimer at 6:00 pm in the meeting room of the 
Coolbaugh Township Municipal Office, 5520 Municipal Drive, Tobyhanna, PA. 
 
Board Members present: 
Bill Weimer, Lynn Kelly, Anthony Lamantia, Juan Adams and Alma I. Ruiz-Smith 
Board Members absent: 
None 
Staff present: 
Jerry Hanna, Solicitor, Erin Masker, Recording Secretary 
Staff absent: 
None 
 
Mr. Weimer announced that this work session is being recorded to aid in the preparation of the notes. 
 

1. WWTP Quarterly Update/Act 537 Discussion 
Mr. Kavitski presented the Board with a packet outlining the Wastewater Treatment Plant Update. Mr. 
Kavitski stated that the Annual Wasteload Management Report (Chapter 94) is being prepared for the 
year of 2015 and is due on March 31, 2016. Mr. Kavitski stated that Walmart is working in a sampler 
design and location and would like to meet with the Board when it is complete to review. Mr. Kavitski 
requested moving forward on the ACT 537, which requires approval to meet with the PADEP and DRBC 
to determine the requirements to permit the remaining 52,000 gallons of treatment capacity. The 
Board was in favor of allowing Mr. Kavitski to begin this dialogue and research what is necessary. Mr. 
Kavitski stated that the condensate solenoid valves need to be replaced, and he would like to revisit the 
walk through that was completed last year to go over what has been taken care of and what still 
remains to be addressed. Mr. Kavitski stated that there is still an ongoing issue of blockages due to the 
amount of debris coming into the pump station on Route 611, suggesting that the best option would be 
to install a sewage grinder which would break up the debris that is coming through and if that is not the 
option taken that it would have to be cleaned on a regular basis by an outside company as there are 
many rags and grease that are creating blockages. Mr. Adams asked if it would be beneficial to locate 
who is disposing of these items in order to try to help resolve the problem, and was advised that yes 
that would begin to help the situation. The consensus of the Board was that Mr. Kavitski could begin 
getting estimates on the sewage grinder so that they would be able to review the product and make a 
decision in the future. Ms. Kelly asked Mr. Kavitski if the Board will receive a copy of the Annual 
Wasteload report before it is submitted and was advised yes. Mr. Weimer gave Mr. Kavitski the 
permission to move forward with the ACT 537.  
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2. Smoke Ridge Motocross- Cancelled & Requested to be put on a future agenda 
 
 
 

3. Request for Zoning Change in a C2 District 
Ms. Kelly gave a brief background on the request stating that the request is strictly a legislative choice. 
The request was received by the Township and was submitted by the buyer, stating that the property is 
located in the business park on Route 611 and a place of worship if currently not a permitted use in a 
C2 zone. Ms. Kelly asked Mr. Hanna if she is correct that the Board can either choose to have a hearing 
or choose not to, being advised that is true, but that if the applicant wanted to continue moving 
forward with the process that they would need to submit an actual draft of the change of the ordinance 
that they want. Ms. Ruiz-Smith read the minutes from the planning commission meeting in which this 
was discussed and stated that even though the church may only be hiring 10-12 people that it would 
bring in potentially hundreds of parishioners to the area businesses which would economically help the 
community. Ms. Ruiz-Smith also stated that currently the building is vacant and open to derelict, 
graffiti, squatters and the community will not benefit from the property anyway. Mr. Adams stated that 
we will not get businesses overnight and that we may never get businesses but we would be opening 
ourselves up even more if we allow this to occur. Mr. Lamantia stated that he is not in favor of or 
opposed to this at this point in time, but stated that maybe we need to start getting more people to 
come to this area and getting more people to fill the industrial park with businesses. Mr. Lamantia 
asked if they are able to request a variance and was advised no because they are unable to prove that 
there is a hardship. Ms. Kelly stated that the C2 zone is very small within the community and places of 
worship were left out on purpose due to the location of the C2 zone which would allow for businesses 
and economic growth. If we change the zoning to include places of worship we have to remember that 
the entire industrial park would allow for churches. Ms. Ruiz-Smith stated that this is a KOZ (Keystone 
Opportunity Zone) which allows businesses to move into the park and open up without paying property 
taxes for a period of 10 years as an incentive to move there. Ms. Kelly asked Ms. Ruiz-Smith to speak 
with Mr. Noonan stating that in the past the EDC was in favor of possibly looking for perspective buyers 
that would be interested in a truck stop going in at that location. C.Colgan stated that if the Board of 
Supervisors would truly like a truck stop in Tobyhanna, she can make a phone call as she has someone 
that is interested in putting one in. Mr. Weimer stated that he is not in favor of changing the zoning. D. 
Pope stated that this has never been an area for businesses as that weather is not appealing to 
perspective businesses, also stating that there are plenty of churches that have closed their doors that 
they can go and look into buying. P. Williams stated that she is not in favor of the change in zoning as it 
would only be a short term building with long term ramifications.  
 

4. Other Business 
Nothing was heard 
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5. Public Input 

D. Eckles asked if Smoke Ridge Motocross has already tried to get a variance and a zoning change and 
was turned down both times, why would the Board consider accepting another application from him. 
Mr. Weimer stated that the last time Mr. Sempolic came before the Board that he was advised by Mr. 
Zito to speak with the residents and then come back with his finding. Mr. Weimer asked those in 
attendance if he had spoken to them and two audience members stated that yes he had and that they  
were not swayed in their feelings after the conversation, stating that they were not on the same page. 
Ms. Kelly spoke about the Smoke Ridge property so that everyone present understood what the issue 
was. D. Eckles asked if Mr. Sempolic owner the property as he believed the owner should be the one 
coming to the Board for the approvals and was advised no that he does not but he is interested in 
purchasing what is referred to as lot 11 on the Smoke Ridge property.  Mr. Hanna stated that if the 
property owners and Mr. Sempolic enter into an agreement of sale he would have equitable interest in 
the property and would be able to apply. Ms. Kelly stated that this is also a legislative decision whether 
the Board will or will not have a hearing to change the zoning.  
 

The Work Session ended at 6:49 pm. 
 


